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Who Is This Field

I used to take rrry preschool
pro.grarrr to the apple orchard
every y'ear in the Fall.
Thinking it would help the
children understand the
process of rnaking apple
cider. We would all pile into
the buq took a ride that
lasted about 35 rninutes,
cron'ded around a furrner
who explained and
dernonstrated the process of
making apple cider and
finished by all drinking

{actuall.v spilling) a cup of
cider and eating a donut.
l{hen we all arrived back at
the preschool, parents/
guardians were waitin.q to
pick up their children. The
children took one look at
their parents and said, "But
rr"e haven't played yet!" One
parent a-sked her child, "Did
you have fun at the apple
orchard?" The child said
loudlv. "They had a large dog

that let us ride hirn." Nothing
was sa-id about tlre pr:oeess sf

Really For?

rnaking apple cider. It was at
that point I thought, Who zaa*

this trip reallyfor? Tlne
children really did not care

atrout the process of apple
cider rnaking nor did they
really want to go away frorn
their fun, farniliar place
called preschool.

At this point, I started to
really look at the goal of
"field trips". What was the
lrenefit and q.ho vvas it for? I
know that sorne peopie
indicate that "field trips"
expose children to a world
they rnight not have an
opportunity to see. Sorne

agencies even require at least
one ttfield trip" a rnonth.

My experience working with
preschool age children
showed rne that perhaps the
best exposure is to bring the
world to thern by providing a

real and authentic
curriculurn.

For more information on
workshops eontact me at:

DKJ50_25@aol.,c*elx.

or visit my website:
www.danlelihodsins*ao-n



#ringirug tlze "W*y"ld" to Thern

.Proaide dffirent fi;pes of apples in all certters,

{house &reilfur cuttirtg, washing); ftlock &ren

fo* building uith); (art areafor painting with)
etc"

.Proaide golf tees and harnrnersfor pounding
into Pum.pkins

.Proaide wash tubs with zr.tater, so&p and
towels fo, washing apples and puynpkins

.Brinsfarrners into the classroo?rl during
snaclc tirne to enjojt apple cider and sirnple

foods (no discussion of apple cider rnakind
just sirnple real conaersations.

. Rolliug appleslpurnpkins down slides and
other inclines

. Set up e t'Farvrter's Market" in the drawta
ilre&

Apply these eoncepts to all potential 'fi.eld trip" exantples.
Bring the world to theirfaqryiliar setting.


